


Clerk report to Hardwick Parish Council meeting on 25
th

 August 2015 

 

Where I have information to support the agenda this is below or attached. 

 

1. To approve apologies for absence – apologies have been received from Cllr Stewart at 

the time of writing.  

 

3. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 28
th

 July 2015  - attached 

4. Matters arising and carried forward from the last or previous meetings for 

discussion/decision 

4.1 (4.1) Village Improvement Plans – to consider setting up a Working Group and any 

other action to be taken 

4.2 (5.1) Dog fouling at wooded area off Egremont Road - to consider the costs of a 

notice – a quote will be brought to the meeting. 

4.3 (5.2) Operation Oaklands Smart Water signs – to consider the costs of additional signs 

- – a quote will be brought to the meeting. 

4.5 (7.7) Proposal that the Egemont Road play area gate be re-hung outwards – to 

consider RoSPA’s advice 

RoSPA has written “The issue of gate opening direction depends upon local 

circumstances.  For example, it would not be useful to have a gate opening outwards 

onto a road, or a cycle path, but it may help to have it open outwards where dogs are 

prone to push themselves into a playground.  

A gate opening inwards slows children down when they attempt to ‘escape’ from 

parental control, and can therefore be a useful control measure. 

If our report has not made specific comment about a gate’s opening situation then the 

inspector will have considered it to be satisfactory.” 

 

Other for info only. 

CPRE has written “Hardwick Parish Council first joined us as members in 2002 and 

are also members of CPRE Buckinghamshire.  Parish Council members like you are 

crucial.  Not only do you bring essential financial support, your endorsement plays a 

huge role in lending weight to our campaigning and policy work. The Government 

values Parish Councils and your support helps us win vital points in the countryside 

debate, while at a local level we achieve many important successes together. 

If you need any planning advice, please visit www.planninghelp.org.uk and if there 

are any resources that you would like sent by post then please feel free to get in touch.  

You also receive copies of our magazines Countryside Voice and Fieldwork.  

You can find out more about your local branch via their website: 

http://www.cprebucks.org.uk/” 

 

(5.3) proposed busway / Cambridge BOLD - A resident writes “An item on the Coton 

PC web site give more details of three alternative routes for the new guided bus. From 

the drawing (see copy attached) it can be seen that the  proposed P & R at Madlingley 

Mulch is part located in the field opposite my and other parishioners living at 1 – 77 

St Neots Road, Hardwick.   I do feel that we the residents should insist on more 

protective screening for noise and visual impact when the P & R scheme goes ahead. 

“ 



 

 

4.9 (Open) Hardwick Happenings advertising income and Editor’s request for funding 

S33 of VAT Act 1994 is a special refund scheme which allows specified bodies, 

including local authorities, to recover VAT incurred on their non-business activities.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vat-notice-749-local-authorities-and-

similar-bodies 

 

If a public authority charges members of the public advertising  it is not acting in its 

capacity as a public authority. It is not acting under a special legal regime applicable 

to it but rather under the same legal provisions as those that apply to private traders. 

The activity is business. 

 

The Council is referred to -  

VATGPB4250 S33 bodies: local authorities requirement to register 

http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/manuals/vatgpbmanual/vatgpb4250.h 

and 

VATGPB4510 – S33 bodies: calculations: insignificant test. 

http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/manuals/vatgpbmanual/vatgpb4510.htm 

 

The Council needs to be aware that this also has implications for all of its business 

activities including the recreation ground use by the clubs. 

The Council is advised to seek specialist VAT advice for Local Authorities if it thinks 

it will exceed the insignificant limit. 

 

 

2012/13 



Advertising income £4257.87 

Printing costs  8 editions £4294 

Misc expenses  and honorarium £174.66 

 

2013/14 

Advertising income £684.90 

Printing costs 4 editions £2287 

 

2014/15 

Advertising income £1843.50 

 

Printing costs - 7 Editions £4251 

Payments to editor - £280 

Payments to LGS re income collection - £1190 

Any other costs - £79 (Dropbox premium) 

 

2015/16 – to date 

Advertising income £0 

 

Printing costs - 4 Editions £2657 

Payments to editor - £160 

Payments to LGS re income collection - £0 

Any other costs - £0 

 

I don’t know when the rates were reviewed. The current rates are on the website 

http://www.hardwick-cambs.org.uk/about/ 

 
Many previous advertisers were put off in 2014 as the magazine had only just been 

resurrected and didn’t want to commit, or reduced their commitment, however, many had 

indicated that they would be open to review in 2015 once the magazine was back on its feet. 

Therefore the anticipated income was expected to increase substantially in 2015 to around 

£4000 as in previous years. 

 

The Council also needs to consider its financial regulations with regards to receiving and 

banking money. 

 

5. To consider any correspondence / communications received 

5.1 Resident – complaint about the Parish Council’s voting procedure at the last two 

meetings 

The Parish Council is referred to its complaints policy which details the procedure for 

this item. 

 

Resident – “I am writing this E-Mail to you as you are the Clerk to Hardwick Parish 

Council and I am very worried that the electorate of Hardwick are not being served 

properly and legally by the new Parish Council.  I can only voice my concerns about 

last night's meeting, as due to my wife's bad health, I had to leave at 10.05 p.m. and 

we had only got down to Item 6.1.6. !!!!!!!!!!!  

  

My complaint is this:-  I noticed at last month's Parish Council Meeting, and again last 

night, that Chairman asks for a "Proposer" and a "Seconder" when a decision is to be 

made, but DOES NOT then ask the other Members of the Parish Council to vote on 



the proposal.  With that in mind, can you please tell me if the decisions taken at these 

meetings are legal or not.” 

Clerk “Thank you for your email which, as it  titled official complaint,  is being 

handled in accordance with the Parish Council’s adopted complaints policy. 

While I did not attend the meeting earlier this week I was present at last month’s 

meeting. I was satisfied at last month’s meeting that for each decision reached by the 

Parish Council the vote was unanimous unless indicated otherwise in the minutes. I 

appreciate that the Parish Council should clearly vote on any proposal and that others 

present at the meeting would wish to see the vote.  

I will talk to the Chairman and ask that in future he asks all members to show their 

vote by a clear show of hands. 

I trust you will be satisfied by my response to your complaint but if you are not please 

let me know and I will progress it to the Council in accordance with the attached 

policy. 

Resident – “I am sorry but you have not answered my question about the legality of 

any decisions made that were not voted on.  I personally don't think that they are legal 

and that they will have to be fully discussed again and the voted upon correctly 

!!!!!!!” 

Clerk – “Whether the Council’s actions or decisions are legal or not is not mine to 

say. All decisions made by the Parish Council are considered to be legal unless proven 

otherwise at a judicial review. 

I trust you will be satisfied by my response to your complaint but if you are not please 

let me know and I will progress it to the Council in accordance with the Council’s 

complaints policy which has already been sent to you.” 

Resident – “I am sorry but I am not satisfied with that.  As I believe that proposals 

were passed without a vote I do want this to be looked into.  The residents of 

Hardwick deserve a Parish Council that does things correctly.” 

Clerk “The Parish Council will consider your complaint at its next meeting on 25
th

 

August 2015 which will be held in the School Community Room, Limes Road 

Hardwick and starts at 7.45pm. 

I will include this item early on the agenda after matters arising from the last meeting. 

In accordance with the Council’s policy you are invited to provide any evidence you 

wish to rely on at the meeting to me seven clear days before the meeting please. 

This email and any other emails  between us on this complaint will be provided to the 

Council as part of the agenda and supporting papers pack.” 

 

5.2 Residents’ play equipment meeting – Charity bank account and signatories – Clare 

McGowan has written asking about the arrangements for opening the bank account 

and who the signatories will be. 

 

5.3 Resident concern at the loss of a streetlight in Pippin Walk  

“I wish to express my concern regarding the loss of a street lamp from Pippin Walk 

(outside no. 15).  Since recent upgrade of the street lights and subsequent removal of 

this street lamp I have noticed an increased occurence of anti social behaviour i.e. 

wheelie bins being knocked over during the night, "knock and run" and mud thrown, 

not only to my property but also my neighbours.  I have also had to report criminal 

damage to the police (CrimeFile number: CF0265150715). 

I have found that walking along this part of Pippin Walk quite daunting at night as the 

other street lamps do not cover the top area of Pippin Walk.  This is also a concern 

from my neighbours. 



I would be grateful for the Parish Council's thoughts on this matter.” 

5.4 HSSC request for a stud wall for new darts area 

“I would like to ask HPC for their agreement to allow us to move dart boards. We 

would like to have them across the window area near the main entrance. This would 

mean constructing a stud wall covering the window, obviously the stud wall could be 

removed in the future if required.  

Darts are becoming more popular within the Club and we will be having super league 

darts played here as well as our normal Darts league starting on 20th August . The 

current positioning of the Dart board doesn't enable spectators to view the matches 

clearly and doesn't allow more than one match to be played at a time. Moving it 

would allow space  for both. We have spoken to Tim Wright who has provided a 

quotation for the work approx. £900 which will be fully funded by HSSC. Obviously 

both interior and exterior of stud wall would be decorated to existing high standards.  

Please could you let me know ASAP if we are okay to give Tim instructions to go 

ahead as ideally it would be completed before 20th August 2015” 

 

5.5 Speedwatch 

Brian Robins, the Force Speedwatch Co-ordinator has written “I don’t have any 

record of trained volunteers for Hardwick, when I took over the scheme in 2014 they 

were not even on the list of schemes. 

I only found out by accident that they have a kit. 

It may be we have to start from scratch, but that is probably not a bad thing. I can 

come and do a short presentation to the PC if required it, then If they can round up 

some volunteers, as you know, I will do the rest. 

Attached is a copy of the guidelines you can circulate as required, just let me know if 

you need anything else.” 

He has also advised “I am holding a speedwatch training session in the training room 

at Cambourne Police Station on Saturday 22
nd

 August at 2pm 

Anyone who has not been trained in the last 15 months or would like a refresher and 

those who have not yet been trained at all, are welcome. Please confirm you will be 

attending and which village you are representing. 

You will have to be at Cambourne strictly no later than 2pm as it is an operational 

Police Station and a secure premises and once the meeting starts, I don’t really want to 

be opening up every 5 mins. 

There are no parking spaces at Cambourne apart from 2 disabled bays, so you will 

need to Park in the nearby Morrison Car park and walk through the health centre car 

park.  

Please bring with you a copy of the indemnity form from the attached guidelines 

which I will ask you to sign after the meeting.” 

 

5.6 Proposed yellow lines from  Cambridge Road, along Egremont Road  to the first cul-

de-sac on the right hand side, from Cambridge Road, along Limes Road to Ellison 

Lane and from the top of Cambridge Road, i.e. its junction with St. Neots Road, to the 

B.T. telephone exchange – to consider correspondence from CCC and the next steps 

CCC has written “This is to inform you that Traffic Regulation Orders Objections 

Associated with Various Streets, Hardwick has been determined on the 15th of June 

2015:-  

   

http://www2.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/CommitteeMinutes/Committees/Meeting.aspx?m

eetingID=1004  



   

I have also attached a summary of decisions .pdf file for your reference.  

 

Please could you inform the Parish Council of the decision and how you wish to 

proceed. The process is such that we can implement the scheme fully in its entirety or 

certain parts can be omitted – the decision is entirely up to you.” 

 

5.7 Cahills Corner proposed works to consider costs and the next steps 

Richard Bensley of Skanska has written “Apologies for the lack of contact but I now 

have the approvals in place and our operations team have priced up the construction 

cost. 

The scheme does not need a safety audit, only comments which have been obtained 

and require no actions and hence no further costs to yourselves. 

The scheme construction target cost is £25,635-70 which is somewhat less than we 

had originally envisaged. As stated, this is a target cost and as such is subject to 

change as issues/ complications may arise on site.  

The next step is for you to approve the scheme and it’s cost, this information then 

needs to be provided to Sharon Maloney at CCC. Sharon can then raise an order for 

us to construct the scheme and you then pay CCC once the scheme is constructed. 

You will need to speak to Sharon (0345 0455212)regarding your finance 

arrangements with CCC. Latest plan attached.” 

 

 

Steve Thulborn of CCC has written “With regards to the improvements the Parish 

Council are looking to commission at Cahills Corner, Hardwick the Road Safety 

Engineer has made the following comments with regards to having the scheme  Safety 

Audited, “I’ve sat down with Richard and discussed this scheme with him.  My 

personal view was that the scheme would not normally warrant a Safety Audit unless 

the traffic component was particularly honorous ie, lots of heavy or speeding 

vehicles.  Did the PC officially want the scheme Audited, if so would they pay and 

what are they expecting?” 

Therefore if the Parish wish to have the scheme Safety Audited they may, however it 

does not appear the proposals need to be (For the record I haven’t seen the plans). 

With regards to delivery of the works please be aware that works delivered through 

the Highways Service Contract are subject to Highways Charges 20% of the total 

scheme cost for supervision and admin.  If the scheme involves any new  or changes 

to a Traffic Regulation Order then the form (third party funded TRO application form 

(pdf, 27kb) on the attached link must be completed 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20081/roads_and_pathways/118/improving_h

ighways and returned to the Policy and Regulation Team.” 

 

5.8 CCC Minor Highway Improvement Scheme invitation to bid 

“Cambridgeshire County Council is once again delivering its Local Highway 

Improvement (LHI) initiative, which has recently been updated, following a review 

conducted by County Councillors. Please find attached the new application form and 

supporting guidance document for applicants.  

It would be appreciated if you could also circulate this information to any groups in 

your community that you think may be interested in this initiative. 



Please note that the closing date for LHI 2016/17 application forms is Monday 2
nd

 

November 2015. Applications should be submitted to this email address – 

local.projects@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

We encourage applicants to discuss their application prior to submission. To do this 

please contact the Local Projects team on the above email, or attend one of our 

planned Highways Depot Open days listed in the attached guidance document. 

 

6. To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works 

applications * 

* NB Some planning applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but 

may still be considered by the Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a 

recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current 

planning application consultations on 

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

 

At the last meeting the Council asked for a time extension on some applications. 

S/1462/15/FL - 38 Ellison Lane – The Planning Officer is willing to offer a time 

extension until the 14 August 

S/1822/15 4 Sadlers Close – The Planning Officer won’t grant a time extension for 

this one, he says it is a very minor application (and he is not convinced it really needs 

planning permission). 

S/1831/15/FL - 19, Laxton Avenue – The Planning Officer has granted a time 

extension until the next PC meeting. 

6.2 SCDC decision notices 

Details of planning permissions granted by SCDC or refusal notices since the last 

meeting can be viewed on the Planning portal  

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/Wchweeklylist.displayPlanningLists 

 

6.3 Tree works applications – none received at the time of writing. Any received before 

the meeting will be brought to the meeting. 

 

7. Members reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 

7.1 Report St Neots Road development; report on s106 /planning obligations meeting held 

at SCDC offices on 30th July and to consider if any action is necessary 
(SR)

 – The 

Chairman reports -  

“Present 

David Thompson - SCDC planning officer  

James Fisher - SCDC S106  officer  

Fiona Coulson - Circle Housing  

Andy Campbell - planning consultant  

Steve Rose - HPC chairman  

Jim Stewart - HPC vice chairman   

Will Bailey - Manager Comberton and Eversden surgery for item 4 

 

 See attached agenda 

 

 1. See attendees 

2. Regulations relating to such developments are in the process of change but the 

planning obligations for this development currently come under s106 regulations and 

are likely to continue to do so.  The  planning obligations are site specific.  The total 



funding for all  planning obligations can vary widely and can depend on the amount of 

affordable housing.  There have been recent developments where the requirement was 

as little as £7,000 per dwelling and as high as £20,000 per dwelling. ( I'm not clear 

about the extent to which this also applies to the affordable element of the housing.  

Broadly it  

depends on need.)  

3. County Council requirements 

a) Education.  Increased need for pre-school facilities was noted.   

The possibility of the school taking over the community room(s) was discussed in the 

context of the provision of alternative facilities in a community centre.  There is an 

agreement dated August 1978 which deals with this  as a possibility.   

Awaiting response from the County Council. 

b) Highways - the proposed enhancements to public transport and cycleways under 

the City Deal were noted otherwise no highway issues were noted at this meeting  

4. Health There would be an increased number of patients to be dealt with by local 

surgeries.  Will Bailey of Comberton and Eversden surgery attended the meeting.  His 

view was that the existing surgeries for Comberton and to a lesser extent Bourn could 

cope with the increased numbers.  One of the main problems was car parking at 

Comberton. There was much discussion about the lack of a doctors surgery in 

Hardwick.  Will Bailey had doubts that Comberton would find it financially viable to 

open a surgery in Hardwick - there would for example need to be a dispensary 

attached as well.  The unique position of Hardwick as being the only large village in 

South Cambs (over 3,000 with the new development) without a doctors surgery was 

pointed out to the meeting and that there may be other developments in the village in 

the future.  Will Bailey could not answer the question as to how many Hardwick 

residents attended Comberton surgery but again it was suggested that the surgery 

needed to plan for the future in this regard. 

 

 In terms of planning obligations there might be help with parking at Comberton 

surgery or there could be funds to build a satellite doctors surgery in Hardwick 

perhaps as part of a community centre.  Will Bailey was not hopeful that Comberton 

would be prepared to run a satellite surgery in Hardwick but he promised to ask the 

partners at the surgery if they would be willing to consider the possibility. 

 

 5. Other LPA requirements 

A play area for 5 to 11 year olds would be required presumably to be built on public 

open ground within the development.  The parish council would be invited to 

maintain it otherwise this would have to be done through a management company. 

 

 It was pointed out that Meridian Close had no play area and it would be good if there 

could be access from there to any new play area.  The developers promised to look at 

the possibility of a footpath to link Meridian Close with the proposed new 

development. 

 

 6. Community Centre (and other facilities) James Fisher had details of existing 

facilities in the village which, by and large, seemed fairly accurate although he was 

obviously unaware of the allotments and a couple of the smaller play areas.  This data 

is shown on his email of 30th July which you should have had a copy of. 

 



 His data shows that Hardwick has a shortage of sports pitches.  Current shortage 

before any new development is one football pitch, one cricket pitch and two mini 

pitches. 

 

 I mentioned that Hardwick teams often had to play their home games outside of the 

village because of waterlogged pitches and that the Multi Use Games Area was hardly 

used because football could not use it for games because of fear of injury  and that 

there was hardly any demand for tennis. 

 

 The developers and planners showed interest in the following possibilities: 

Improvement of existing pitches (although there have been at least two major attempts 

already?) Converting the Multi Use Games Area to an AstroTurf or G3 surface.  

Longer term acquisition of another recreation area site less constrained for space to 

provide additional pitches. 

 

 They would like to know how many games are being lost due to the problems and 

whether a G3 pitch would help reduce the wear on the main pitches.  We need to 

respond on this. 

 

 There was little discussion on play areas since the need for this could be provided 

within the development so there is less of a reason to enhance other play areas under 

the s106 rules.  However it seems worthwhile opening a discussion with the 

developers on this so that any new play area is complementary to what we already 

have. 

 

We spoke about the need for additional community centre facilities especially if any 

new facility needed to absorb the existing use at the school, plus maybe a small 

library, pre-school area and potentially a doctors surgery. 

 

 The plans developed by Ian Storr and Tony Gill on the site of the scout hut could 

cater for some of these requirements but there appears to be no room for any further 

expansion and any community use of the ground floor would be curtailed to some 

extent if the expectations of the scouts and guides of exclusivity over this part of the 

centre are met. 

 

 Alternative sites were briefly discussed which could result in a new community 

centre and retention of the existing scout and guide hut.   

  

 Public exhibition 

The developer has booked the school from 3:30 to 7:00 on 8th September for a public 

exhibition of the proposed development and would like the parish council to help 

make the village aware that this is taking place.  The developer also wants to survey 

the village at this exhibition and beyond to get feedback on what improvements to 

local facilities would be seen as being most valuable. 

 

Conclusion 

There appear relatively little by way of planning obligations from the County Council 

for Education and Highways apart for maybe pre-school. 

A doctors surgery while still unlikely is not ruled out. 



It would be difficult to justify s106 funds on the Egremont Road play area.  Probably 

better to try and influence the content of any new play area on the proposed 

development. 

The planners and developers remain open to improved sports facilities and to a new 

community centre. 

The public exhibition and surveys should help establish the views of residents on both 

the proposed development and the improved facilities we could get as a result of 

planning obligations imposed by the planners on the developers.   

  

 Other actions 

Engage with football, cricket and netball clubs about existing pitches, possible 

changes to the MUGA, and longer term needs. 

 

 Engage with the community association regarding the existing community room and 

the proposed community centre. 

 

 Engage with Scouts and Guides to see how retaining the existing scout hut would 

work for them alongside non-exclusive access to a community centre. 

 

 Volunteers?” 

 

7.2 Report on meeting with the sports club to discuss recreation ground maintenance and 

to consider any actions necessary
(JC)

 – attached. 

7.3 To consider how the Parish Council can respond to planning applications between 

meetings and if a planning committee is required
(SR)

 

All Council discussions and decisions must take place in a properly convened meeting 

i.e. 3 clear days notice and public place etc. This also applies to committees. 

The only exceptions to this are – 

- where the Council sets up a working group where discussions between those 

members only can take place on the working group’s remit outside meetings and  

- where the Council has delegated the power to make a decision to an officer 

(Clerk) or another local authority. E.g.  When a planning application is received 

that cannot be considered at a parish council or planning committee meeting it 

will be circulated and the members will make individual comments to the Clerk, 

to whom in such circumstances the  Parish Council lawfully delegate authority to 

submit comments on the Council’s behalf (S101, LGA 1972). “ 

 

8. Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters  

8.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk 

RPM report that they have stripped down the 10ft 2 Bay 4 seat swing to inspect the 

internal head casting. They strongly recommend that you get the end and centre head 

casting replaced, as they have corroded and are the original ones from when the 

sawing was installed in 1973. 

8.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached. 
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