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Brownies: Lucy Gardner                          lucygardner2000@yahoo.com        01954   211107        

 
Cambridgeshire County Council:   www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk             01223 717111 
  

Community Association: 
Anne Jones                                                jeffandanne23@gmail.com              01954 211417 
                                                       

Community Car Scheme: 
Marian  Gibbens                                                                                                 01954 211709 
Hazel  Swindells                                                                                                01954  212998 
Lizzie Coe                            01954 211838                      Gill Stott                 01954 210952                                                                       
 

Community Primary School:               
Headteacher:    Ruth French     head@hardwick.cambs.sch.uk                          01954 210070                                                         
Caretaker:  Alison Berkeley office@hardwick.sch.uk             01954 211591                          
 
County Councillor :  Stephen Frost  Stephen.Frost@cambridgeshire.gov.uk    01954 211444   

 
Cricket Club : Chris Fuller    chris_fuller@tesco.net                                       01954 211226 
 

Doctorsô Surgeries:  
Surgery/Dispensary  58 Green End, Comberton                              01223 262500/262399 
Bourn Surgery   25 Alms Hill, Bourn                                       01954 719313 
Surgery/Dispensary  58 Green End,                                       01223 262500/262399    
Child & Family Nurses:                             01954 282830 
 
District Councillor :  Grenville Chamberlain  grenville_c@hotmail.com       01954 210040   

 

Dragon Fencing Club: Alan  West     alan.west10@btinternet.com              01954 712764       
  
Evangelical Church:  HardwickEvangelical@gmail.com 
Co-Ministers:  Steve & Kate Gaze             01954  211900/212556 
Secretary:  Enid Instone-Brewer                                                                 01954 210009 
 

Football Club: 
Steve  Chamberlain  steve@thechamberlainfamily.co.uk                                 07834 525856 
     

General: 
Community Education Office:                01223 264721 
Ashcroft veterinary surgery: 169 St Neots Rd            01954 210250 
Cambridge Water Co (supply):               01223 403000 
Anglian water (sewerage):               08457 145145  
Eastern electricity:                                                            0800 7 838 838 
Gas Emergency:                 0800 111 999      
  

Guides:  
Janet Hayman                             hardwickguides@gmail.com                        
 
Hardwick Happenings: Ed Peter Cornwell  Howard Baker    hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 
  

Hardwick  Facebook  admin Nicola Ellender     nicola@lathey.net          01954 211 421 
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  Member of Parliament: Heidi Allen  Heidi.allen.mp@parliament.uk           01954 211044  

 
Mother and Toddler:  Joanna.lane@btinternet.com     hardwick024group@gmail.com    
     

Netball Club: Alison Beresford   alison.bford@hotmail.com        
  
Parish Council:                      hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk 
Chair:  Steve Rose                   stephen.rose@lakinrose.co.uk                         01954  211257               
Vice Chairman:                       Tony Gill    Anthony.a.gill@btinternet.com  01954  211108 
Tejinder  Bhachu                     bhachu@btinternet.com                                  01954   212313 
Chris  Cracknell                      chrishardwickpc@gmail.com                          01954   211055 
Jane Humphries                       jane@humphriesfamily.org.uk                        01954  211822 

Pauline Joslin                           Pauline.joslin@btinternet.com                       01954  212395 
Barry Skingle                           barry@skingle.org                                          01954    212355     
Parish Clerk: Gail Stoehr         hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk                     01954   210241  
 
 Pre School: Sharon Griffiths      hardwick.preschool@yahoo.co.uk             01954 212823 
 
PTA                Nicola Ellender           Nicola@lathey.net  

 

Rainbows:  Alice Tinkler   hardwick.rainbows@hotmail. com                    01954 488624 
 

St. Maryôs Parish Church:  
Priest in charge: Revd Alison Myers alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org            01954 212815 
Churchwardens  : Thelma Westbury  twestbury@gmail.com                   01954 210321 
and Chris Ford    cjbf@cam.ac.uk                                             01954 211841                   
Treasurer:  Clare Bigg        cebigg53@gmail.com                                       01954 211673                    
PCC Secretary:  Michaela McNeill mjvmcn@gmail.com       

                                        
Scouts:  Jane Humphries  jane@humphriesfamily.org                               01954  211822      

 
South Cambridgeshire District Council: wwwscambs.gov.uk 
Road repair:                                                                                             03450  455212 
Street light failure:                                                                       0 800 253529 
 

Sports and Social Club:          
www.hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk  

Secretary: Jane Ward secretary@hardwicksportsandsocialclub.co.uk      01954 210110  
Pavilion Bookings  Contact Jane for hire forms and terms 
Club Manager Jerry Burford 
              

Three fifteen club: 
Sharon Turner hardwick3.15club@hotmail.co.uk                                      07787910490  
 
Webmaster      Robert Cassey       tharphic@hotmail.com 

 
WI :    Anne Jones jeffandanne23@gmail.com                                           01954 211417  
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EDITORIAL  

             Thanks to Richard  Thomson for the wonderful cover 

photo of his Aunt, Nan Hobbs, who died recently (only months 

before her one hundredth birthday). The photo was taken in the 

US during her óholiday of a lifetimeô, when Nan was in her 

nineties. Nan will be remembered by many of us as an  enthusi-

astic Hardwickian and a great supporter of the Hardwick Hap-

penings. An obituary appears on P.  26 

               Thanks to Martin Cassey and the Hardwick Village  

Plan Committee for a Herculean effort in getting an article to-

gether for this edition. Itôs  excellent to have an interim report.  

P 15/16 . Welcome on board to Lizzie Coe and Daniel Baker. 

Lizzie joins the HH  as editor of  óHatches, matches and dis-

patchesô and Daniel as social media manager.......watch this 

space.  (Great to have three letters to the Editor this month. ) 

            News about the eyesore appears in the Parish Council 

report on P. 18  How ridiculous that we should have to wait an-

other four months for the demolition. It was in April last year 

that HH announced that it was shortly to be demolished. It 

seems that in instances like this common sense and the power 

of  democracy are totally impotent. After ten years we are still 

waiting. If anyone is around on demolition day, please can we 

make sure that we have a photo for HH? 

             For the first time this month we have a feedback sec-

tion; the book group were asked for their opinions about the 

HH magazine. Their responses are on P 18. One of their com-

ments was that they thought that the Happenings is read by 

more women than men. Is it true? If so why? What should we 

be doing about it? Letters on the subject would be brilliant. 

            Village people this month (P. 12 ) focuses on Andy 

Carter. What a story! Donôt miss it.  

         Thereôs going to be  a meeting about busway on the 7th of 

March. Pat has published a list of pertinent questions on P 54 

Peter 
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Letters 
While I have enjoyed the ólocal walksô in the Hardwick Hap-

penings, it is a great pity that the ones close to Hardwick are 

made difficult at this time of year due to the cross field sections 

being difficult to negotiate. Most walkers enjoy circular walks 

on decent paths, which is impossible around Hardwick due to 

the state of the cross field paths. It is clear that Chivers 

are determined  to keep walkers off the public footpaths. but 

make little effort to reinstate the paths after cultivating them, 

preferring to leave it to walkers to try to re establish a new 

path. While I realise that farmers have every right to obliterate 

the cross field paths, surely it would be in everyoneôs interest if 

alternative routes could be found around the perimeter of culti-

vate fields. 

I would be interested to hear if other Hardwick walkers feel the 

same as me. 

From a Hardwick resident 

 

Dear Ed  As you must be aware, I am a keen supporter of the 

HH and have been for many years. 

I have enjoyed the revamped magazine under your editorship 

and look forward to many more editions. 

I am not usually a complaining person but feel I must with re-

gards to the cover of the latest magazine. Nothing remotely 

seasonal and that dreadful eyesore! It is bad enough to pass it 

every day without having it on the front cover. If it had to be 

included it could have been inside. There are so many seasonal 

options we could have had and perhaps including the children - 

certainly some seasonal cheer would have been good and a red 

cover instead of the pink. 

That's my moan and perhaps a few others feel the same? 

Kind regards    Barbara  Spencer 
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FROM JANET BARNARD 
DEAR ED   
I found this recently in The Daily Telegraph and thought 
that HH readers might be interested:  
 
On Sundays, the Three Horseshoes pub in Madingley is 
elbow-to-elbow with locals enjoying a sophisticated roast 
dinner. Many of those tucking into their pork belly 
trimmed with quince jam and salsa verde will commute 
to Cambridge during the week. For now, though, they 
might as well be at any Michelin-recommended gastro-
pub in any affluent rural village in Britain.  
But Madingley is not that far out in the sticks; it is five 
miles north west of Cambridgeôs city centre. A growing 
ripple of buyers leaving this increasingly unaffordable 
city has driven prices in Madingleyôs CB23 postcode up 
by 19 per cent in the past year to an average of £373,090. 
By this count, Madingley is Britainôs most successful non-
London suburb.  
 
Analysts from Hamptons International compared price 
growth in the suburbs and satellite villages around cities 
across England, Scotland and Wales, excluding London, 
to compile a list of the best performers. 
The results suggest that in the nervous post-Brexit prop-
erty market, buyers are looking for tried and tested loca-
tions, and that prices are rising fastest in the halos 
around cities that have become notably unaffordable. 
Cambridge has been one of the property success stories of 
the past decade, with prices rising by 56 per cent over five 
years to an average of £439,530 in October, according to 
Land Registry data. 
 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/house-prices/house-price-growth-in-cambridge-outpaces-rival-oxford/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/house-prices/house-price-growth-in-cambridge-outpaces-rival-oxford/
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ñCambridge is very, very expensive, and there is so much 
competition for property that people are seeing locations 
a few miles out, where they can still commute easily, as a 
viable alternative,ò says Richard Hatch, a partner at 
Carter Jonas. ñWithin a five-mile radius we are seeing a 
real ripple effect.ò 
What CB23 has in its favour is a sprinkle of pretty villages 
ï Madingley, Coton ï plus a strong supply of well-priced 
housing at Cambourne, a new-build ñvillageò that has 
been developed over the past two decades. Hatch says 
that Cambourne is ñfinding its feet and getting more es-
tablished as an attractive propositionò.  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/property/house-prices/how-a-new-train-station-could-expand-cambridges-red-hot-property/
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Hardwick Local Walks:  No 6. 

Man and Archie 

Childerly Hall  

 

This is partly a circular walk of about 7 km taking about 1.5 

to 2 hours. Most of the paths are well maintained and in good 

condition making it a very nice winter walk. 

 

The walk begins opposite the water pumping station on the 

old road to Cambourne (1303) just before the turnoff to 

Bourn, marked on the map by the large arrow. It is usually 

possible to park next to the pumping station and cross the 

road where a signpost points to Knapwell and Childerly.  

 

Follow the path through the spinney and continue until 

you reach the farm. Turn left just before the farm 

walking along the farm road, past the horse paddock, 

a modern oak framed building and a smaller bunga-

low. Continue on until you reach a right turn signed 

Childerly 1 mile.  

Follow the path by the small power line, past a wooden 

shed and onto a green path.  

The path then passes under the power line and straight on 

over a small wooden bridge to a farm road where you 

turn left towards some green farm buildings. 

Follow the path as it meanders past the farm buildings 

until you reach a T junction and a red brick wall.  

Turn right here and walk past Childerly Hall, following 

the path as it goes left and past a large pond. 

Soon after the corner take a grass path going off to the 

right almost opposite the pond. 

Follow the path across the field until you reach a T junc-

tion where you turn left and back towards Birdôs Pas-

tures Farm  

Walk past the farm and straight on back towards the start 

of the walk. 

 

     hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 
 

 

mailto:hardwickhappenings@gmail.com
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 Walk 6                Childerly Hall  
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VILLAGE PEOPLE   9 
 

ANDY CARTER 
 

Interviewed by Howard Baker 
 
 

On Christmas Day, 1994, Andy Carter reached the summit of the 
ancient Inca site Machu Picchu in Peru and shed tears of sorrow 
and happiness. Sorrow for the people he had left behind, espe-
cially his foster parents; and joy for the achievement of reaching 
Machu Picchu. 
 
Four years earlier he had spent Christmas Day sleeping rough 
under a bridge in Bournemouth. His sixty-year-old fellow rough 
sleeper gave him the money he had left and said, óGo back to 
Cambridge.ô 
 
Why Cambridge? óBecause,ô Andy says, óI had unfinished busi-
ness there.ô 
 
Andy was born in Cambridge in 1971 and abandoned by both his 
parents. He knows that his father was an alcoholic and Andy has 
never tried to trace him. But for a long time he felt bitterness to-
wards his mother and could not understand how she could have 
abandoned her baby. He made one unsuccessful attempt to find 
her but now accepts that they will never meet. óBut I have for-
given her,ô he says. óI came to realise that she must have had her 
reasons for walking out on me.ô  
 
He was brought up by a foster family in Oakington and speaks 
with great warmth about his ómotherô, ófatherô and ógrandparentsô. 
He thanks them for passing on their Christian values to him ï 
sharing, forgiveness and love. They also taught him to appreciate 
outdoor life. He remembers spending time at his grandfatherôs 
allotment and being pushed home in a wheel barrow when he 
was too tired to walk. 
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At the age of sixteen Andy had to leave his foster home and move 
into the YMCA in central Cambridge. People there encouraged him 
to become a community service volunteer and he moved to 
Bournemouth to work voluntarily for The Shaftesbury Society. He 
also needed a paid job. He had obtained five óOô Level passes but 
with no previous work experience he took a job as a kitchen porter 
in a Bournemouth hotel. All was going well until a fire broke out 
and the hotel was destroyed. Andy was out of a job and had no-
where to live. For the next two years he slept rough on the streets 
of Bournemouth. 
 
In 1992 he went back to Cambridge and returned to  the YMCA. 
He was given a part-time job working in the kitchen. He also be-
came a volunteer for the organisation Youthwise, working with chil-
dren in care. Then he was offered a full-time job as a waiter in a 
pizzeria and met his first girlfriend, a Spanish girl who was studying 
English in Cambridge. The wife of the pizzeria owner was from Ar-
gentina and she arranged for Andy and his girlfriend to have a win-
ter holiday there and in Peru and Chile (guinea pig for Christmas 
dinner). He had come a long way from the streets of Bournemouth. 
 
Before leaving for South 
America he had put his 
name on the council hous-
ing list and on his return he 
was able to move into a 
one-bedroom flat in Arbury 
(he moved in with all his 
possessions in a carrier 
bag) and take a job as 
caretaker for some nearby 
council flats. On the 
strength of having a regular 
income he bought a motor 
bike but after three acci-
dents he sold it. 
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Andy worked in his job in Arbury for fourteen years before being 
made redundant. It was in Arbury that he met his wife-to-be, Maria, 
who was working as a community carer. Her parents had moved to 
the UK from Italy in the 1950s. Mariaôs father had an allotment and 
grew grapes from which he made his own wine. Once again, an 
allotment became part of Andyôs life. Maria was living in Hardwick 
so after their wedding in 2011 Andy moved in with her. It was, he 
says, an emotional day. 
 
Andy now he has his own allotment in Hardwick but has given up 
on the idea of growing grapes. Last year he became seriously ill 
with damage to both lungs, an illness which he puts down to past 
smoking and rough sleeping. After major surgery he has made a 
full recovery. A few weeks ago Maria gave birth to their son Jacob, 
and Andy now works as a caretaker and classroom assistant at a 
local kindergarten. He plans to begin a training course later this 
year to enable him to become a full-time teacher there. 

 

We think it would be good to know about our villagers. 

Please tell us about yourselves.  

Births, Marriages, Deaths. 

Births:  

To Michael and Anna Frost a baby girl, Olivia Hope b. 3rd 

Oct 2016 

To Rob Long and Taz a baby girl Scarlette Ava on the 9th  

Jan 2017 

Death 

David Tanner, he was a driver for the Hardwick car scheme. 

His funeral was held on Thursday 15th December at the  

Crematorium 

Nan Hobbs 1917-2016  See obituary P26 

 

Please forward any information to Lizzie Coe at  

hardwickhappenings@gmail.com 
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 Hardwick Village Survey  
{ƻ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ς ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƛǎƴΩǘΧΦ  
By the time that you are reading this in Hardwick Happenings, 
the Village Survey may  seem like a distant memory for many 
of you but we would again like to thank everyone who spent 
their valuable time completing the survey. We appreciate that 
it was quite long and that many people put a lot of thought 
and effort into their answers.  
For the Village Plan Committee, there remains a lot to be done 
to analyse the results and identify the changes that you want 
to improve our village.  
In the meantime you might be interested in some background 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǊƭȅ άǳƴŀǳŘƛǘŜŘέ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ  
To raise awareness and interest in the survey we:  
 IŀŘ ǘǿƻ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛǎƛƴƎ ōŀƴƴŜǊǎ  

 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ нллл ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ 
drops, the first being as the survey was launched in mid-
November and a second delivery over the Christmas holiday 
period to remind residents of the impending deadline.  

 !ǎ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƭŜŀŦƭŜǘǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀ ǘƘƛǊŘ 
leaflet to about 150 houses, just in case they had missed the 
first two!  

 ²Ŝ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ tƛǇǇƛƴǎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Christmas Bazaar at the school.  

 ²Ŝ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ƛƴ ΨIŀǊŘǿƛŎƪ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ƛπ
ǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΩ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ΨǇƻǎǘǎΩ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ  
Despite these various communications, we still heard a few 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
there was a village survey/plan or a youth survey and some 
people were concerned  that he survey was being run by one 
of the proposed housing developers.  
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 Early Data  
 {ƻƳŜ рмл Ƴŀƛƴ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ пфн ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ƻƴ

-line and the remainder completed in hard-copy.  

 hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ рмлΣ ǿŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ оут ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ 
one or more surveys and 4 were from frequent visitors.  

 .ŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ нлмм ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
number of households and the number of residents over the age of 20 
we estimate that 26% of residents and 38% of households completed 
the survey.  
Turnout locally for South Cambridgeshire in the General Election was 
73% and 74% for the District Council elections. Nonetheless we con-
sider that we achieved our aim, which was to give Hardwick residents 
the opportunity to express their views about Hardwick today and pos-
sible future improvements and there are more than enough responses 
for the survey to be statistically valid.  
 
Further Work & Analysis  
Until we complete the detailed analysis of the survey returns, we 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎ ǾƛŜǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ 
topics such as the development of a new community facility or 
whether there should be any further housing development in the vil-
lage. But there are a couple of quick statistics that you may be inter-
ested in:  
 фр҈ ƻŦ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜπ

thing needed to be done about the burnt-out building at the top of the 
village.  

 тт҈ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ άŎƘƛŎŀƴŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Nisa shop generally improves safety by slowing down traffic.  
 
Going forward  
We would ask you to keep visiting our website, read Hardwick Hap-
penings and follow us on Facebook to find out more about how the 
plan is developing.  
www.hardwickplan.uk  
Hardwick Village Plan Committee  
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St Maryôs Church, Hardwick 
St Maryôs, Hardwick, is part of the Lordsbridge Team of Churches, and the diocese of Ely 

www.stmaryshardwick.org.uk 

Lead Minister: Revd Alison Myers, Tel: 01954 212815; Email: alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org 
The Rectory, 50, Main Street, Hardwick, Cambridge CB23 7QS 

Assistant Ministers: Revd Beth Copebethcope@lordsbridge.org; Revd Howard Bigg 

Services in February 
(at St Maryôs Hardwick unless otherwise noted) 

5 February   9.30 am Holy Communion with Sunday Club 

 

12 February  9.30 am All Age Worship 

 

19 February  9.30 am  Holy Communion and Sunday Club  

 

26 February  9.30 am Holy Communion and Sunday Club 

All Age Worship for February 
12 February, 9.30 am to 10.20 am 

Informal and interactive for families and 

all ages, with Bible story, activity, songs, 

prayers and a reflective moment or two. 

All welcome! 

Sunday Club 
Reception to yr 6 and above 

9.30 ï 10.30am,  

5, 19 and 26 February. 

Drop offin church 9.30 am,  

pick up from cabin at 10.40 am. 

Foundations for life ï activities, 
games, crafts and Bible stories in a 

small group. 
More from Peter at 

pccornwell@icloud.com 

Pancake Party 
Tuesday 28th February, 4.30 pm 

Pancake races and pancakes to eat! 

Outside the St Maryôs ócabinô 

Quiet, reflective 

Ash Wednesday service 
Weds 1 March, 7.30 pm 

with communion and óashingô 

Creche area & toys at back of 

church during all services 

Find us on  

Facebook  

Hardwickôs community caf® 
 is open on 4 February&4 March, 10am to midday,  

in the community room at the school.  

Coffee, cakes and company. Perhaps weôll see you there. 

mailto:alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org
mailto:bethcope@lordsbridge.org
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HARDWICK HAPPENINGS FEEDBACK 
 

We asked members of Hardwick Book Group to give us 
their views on Hardwick Happenings. These were their 
comments. 
 
We liked the recent articles by Jo Instone Brewer. 

We like the TV criticism 

We like articles on historical subjects. 

We think that the magazine is mainly read by women. Maybe 

there should be more articles of interest to men. We canôt be 

more specific about that. 

We think that the magazine has improved greatly and that the 

editors are doing a good job. 

 

Thanks to Jenny White for collating these views and 
passing them on to us. 
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Hardwick Parish Council                 22nd November 2016 

 

                 The meeting began early this month at 7.15pm 

with a presentation from the City Deal Transport Department 

outlining the possibilities for the bus route which will go from 

Cambourne to Cambridge. The route which would be closest 

to Hardwick could pass between the A428 and St.Neots Rd. 

                 Grenville reported that SCDC is in favour of the 

devolution of powers for East Anglia and that we are only 

months away now from securing the local plan. Circle Hous-

ing have submitted an outline application to SCDC for the 

housing development on St.Neots Rd. Carter Jonas and the 

Grace Crescent application will hopefully be considered by 

the Planning Dpt. in January 2017. The section 106 benefits 

to the village have been revised and these include a subsi-

dised bus route through the village for 5 years and a commu-

nity building. 

               Hardwick Play Parks have a grant already in place 

for a toddler swing and it is hoped that the PC will help the 

charity with new fencing around the park. This was deferred 

to the next meeting. 

               Three new bins will go next to bus stops on Main 

Street and St.Neots Rd and the bench near the bus stop out-

side the hairdressers will be cleaned. 

               Following a letter from a resident, regarding anti-

social behaviour at the skate park , the PC will endeavour to 

keep the area as clean as possible and contact the police at 

Cambourne to let them know of our concerns. 

                 The Hardwick Happenings magazine will continue 

to be supported by the PC but the section of their budget from 

which funding comes will change following advice from the 

clerk. 
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A Fish and Chip van will return to the village on a Friday on 

the forecourt of the shop. 

The December meeting will be 13th December at 7pm, the 

Budget meeting on 31st January at 7pm and the next PC meet-

ing on 24th January 2017 also at 7pm. 

 

Jane Humphries 

Dates for the library van 

Jan 2017 : 13, 27 

Feb 2017 : 10, 24 

Mar 2017: 10, 24  
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Parish Council Report                  December 2016 

 

Six Parish Councillors and five members of the community 

attended the December meeting. 

During the public session Grenville Chamberlain, our Dis-

trict councillor, carefully explained the reasons for the burnt 

out building on St. Neots Rd not yet having been demolished. 

It needs a certificate of authorised demolition to be taken 

down and this can only be given once the gas supply is dis-

connected. A date with the gas supplier was agreed and for 

reasons unknown to us the gas company did not turn up. The 

adjoining businesses will have to have their gas supply tem-

porarily stopped for a few days while this operation takes 

place and they have only agreed to this once heating for their 

business  is no longer needed. A new date is set for May 

2017. Both the Parish Council and Grenville are powerless in 

this situation but enquiries will be  
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made as to whether portable heaters could be supplied sooner 

to bring the date forward. 

2 councillors have offered their resignation since the last 

meeting and there will either be a by-election or co-option to 

replace them. 

Hardwick  Playparks  group presented their new design and 

new footprint for the improvement of the Egremont Rd play 

area. The PC didn't challenge the plans and will wait for a 

like for like quote for the first stage of work and advice from 

the clerk. 

Carter Jonas responded to the objections from the PC to the 

Grace Crescent  development  after listening to their response 

the PC still objected on transport grounds and parking for 

residents of Grace Crescent but did acknowledge the provi-

sion of facilities for the community. 

Tony Gill will talk to Radio Cambridge regarding the cuts to 

road gritting through Hardwick and shortly after the meeting 

the County Council agreed to keep Hardwick to Comberton 

on its gritting route. 

An outline planning permission for 155 dwellings off  St. 

Neots Rd has been submitted to the planning department. 

There was a lengthy discussion and the PC objected initially 

on the grounds that there is not enough information regarding 

planning obligations and we will reply once these are given to 

us by the planner. 

The new possible routes for the busway which will connect 

Cambourne and Cambridge via Hardwick were discussed and 

residents views were considered. A likely route is between the 

A428 and St.Neots Rd. which is quite narrow in places but 

with good landscaping, sound barriers and a stop for Hard-

wick is the preferred route of the PC. 

The next meeting is 24th January at 7pm and a budget plan-

ning meeting on 31st January also at 7pm. 

Jane Humphries 
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