
  
* NB Some planning and tree works applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 
Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more information see the current planning 

application consultations on http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 
Hardwick Parish Council meets on the fourth Tuesday in each month except December when the meeting is on the third Tuesday. 
Meetings are held in the School but occasionally, when the School is closed they are held in the Pavilion. Please check the notice 

board for the venue which is shown on the agenda for each meeting. 
Mrs Gail Stoehr, Clerk to Hardwick Parish Council, 30 West Drive, Highfields Caldecote, Cambridge, CB23 7NY 

Tel: 01954 210241 Email: hardwickpc@lgs-services.co.uk 

HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL 

I hereby give notice that as previously arranged, the Meeting of the Parish Council will be held on  

Tuesday 24 October 2017 at the School at 7.00 pm 
The Public and Press are cordially invited to be present. The order of business may be varied. 

All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and resolving upon the 

business to be transacted at the meeting as set out below. 

 
Gail Stoehr, Clerk 17/10/17 

AGENDA 

Open Public Session including reports from the County & District Councillors  

1. To approve apologies for absence  

2. To consider any applications to fill the casual vacancy 

3. Declaration of interests 

3.1  To receive declarations of interests from Cllrs on items on the agenda and details of dispensations held 

3.2 To receive written requests for dispensation and grant any as appropriate for items on this agenda 

4. To approve the minutes of the last meeting  

5. Matters arising and carried forward from the last or previous meetings for discussion/decision 
5.1 (5.1) To consider response from Ashley Heller of CCC about possible removal of trees 

5.2 (5.2) Community Transport initiative – to consider views of VAT adviser if received 
(SR) 

5.3 (6.3.1) Pavilion downpipes and soakaways – to consider quotations if received 

5.4 (6.4) Toft Lions request for permission for regular use of Recreation Ground and changing rooms – to 

consider responses if received 

5.5 (5.4) Football Clubs outstanding fees and to consider a request from Hardwick Harriers that their fee is 

reduced 

5.6 To consider the Scouts request to fence an area of the recreation ground 

6. To consider any correspondence / communications received 
6.1 Resident – access to the School by parents/carers with triple buggies 

6.2 Cambridge United Women’s Reserves – request for use of Recreation Ground  

6.3 Christmas Tree Festival invitation  

6.4 PKF Littlejohn LLP – external audit conclusion 

6.5 Colin Harris and Terry Spencer - Great West Walk Proposal 

6.6 Hardwick Play Parks –Wren grant application success and recommendation that the Council accept the 

Kompan quotation and put the works in hand 

6.7 Herts and Counties Maintenance – to consider if additional grass cuts are required 

7. To consider any planning applications and decision notices and tree works applications * 

7.1 Planning applications 

7.1.1 S/3492/17/FL – 52 Main Street – Resubmission of previously approved timber frame double 

garage with minor alterations 

7.2 SCDC decision notices - to note 

7.3 Tree works applications 

8. Members reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 
8.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations 

(SR, AG)
 

9. Finance, risk assessment and procedural matters 
9.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and the Clerk’s use of delegated powers 

9.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports  

9.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills 

10. Closure of meeting and items for the next agenda 



CLERK REPORT TO HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON 26 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

1. Apologies for absence – will be reported at the meeting  

2. To consider any applications to fill the casual vacancy – None received at the time of writing. 

3. Declaration of interests – members should declare their interests state why they have an interest, the 

type of interest held and if they have a dispensation state this and the extent of their dispensation i.e. 

to either speak or speak and vote. 

4. To approve the minutes of the last meeting on 26 September 2017 (attached)  

5. Matters arising and carried forward from the last or a previous meeting for discussion/decision 

5.1 (5.1) To consider response from Ashley Heller of CCC about possible removal of trees 

“Thank you for your email regarding the Option 3A in relation to St Neots Road.  

You have asked questions around numbers of trees that may be lost. Unfortunately we are not at the 

stage of being able to define which (if any) trees will be impacted. This would, in due course be only 

determined once a specific site survey is undertaken and further detailed design completed. What we 

would at this stage emphasis is the following 

a) That as a matter of principle we seek to minimise the impact of proposals on the environment  

b) In other words  we seek to avoid or mitigate any environmental impact and where possible 

enhance the environment for example through new planting  

c) That as part of any further planning process detailed proposals and mitigation would need to be 

developed in any case and be subject to test by the relevant planning authority  

d) That should any measures be proposed in due course for this section of the corridor, they would 

be subject to detailed consultation and engagement with local stakeholders including the parish 

council and residents 

In general I would point out that the current planned consultation does NOT include St Neots Road 

(except to Long Road) because as the published papers in September 2017 made clear, there remain a 

number of ‘strategic’ issues which remain unresolved to the west of Madingley Mulch. If, next 

summer, a business case demonstrates that in fact further measures are needed west of Madingley 

Mulch these would be subject to an additional public consultation (at the level of concepts) which 

would of course be in advance of any detailed consultation as set out in d) above.” 

 

5.2 (5.2) Community Transport Initiative – to consider views of VAT adviser if received 

Cllr Rose to report. 

 

5.3 (6.3.1) Pavilion downpipes and soakaways – to consider quotations if received 

 

5.4 (6.4) Toft Lions request for permission for regular use of Recreation Ground and changing rooms  - 

see also 6.2 

At the time of writing a response is awaited from the Football Clubs regarding their use of the pitches. 

 

5.5 (5.4) Football Clubs outstanding fees and to consider a request from Hardwick Harriers that their fee 

is reduced 

Harriers still owe 3 years fees at £250 pa. They have indicated previously that they have been unable 

to access their bank account due to Club resignations. Hardwick Harriers said on 17/10/17 “I have 

printed these invoices off and will get a cheque raised for £500 this week. Unfortunately due to 

unforeseen circumstances there is only one colts team this season, our fabulous U9 team. This team 

consists of 11 players. I feel that paying £250 for the use of the recreation ground this season is not 

feasible as we have to pay to hire a £G pitch for training due to the dark evenings. Would you 

consider waiving the cost for this season or reducing it significantly to reflect the usage?” 

It has been explained to the Secretary that the Club owes £750 and that the Council will consider their 

request for reduced fees for this season at its meeting. 

 

Hardwick Football Club owe £250 for the Council’s invoice for FY2017 i.e. for their season 2016. 

 



6.1 Resident – access to the School by parents/carers with triple buggies 

A resident who is a childminder has written to say that she is unable to get a triple buggy through the 

new gate at the playpark to collect a child from Pre-school at 3.15 pm. 

She has been unable to access the Pre-school via the School main gates as these are not opened until 

3.30 pm. 

 

Sharon Griffiths, Pre-school Manager, has written: 

“The issues are: 

Hardwick Pre-School staff are only paid until 3:30pm so need parents, childminders and grandparents 

to be on time to collect the children in their care. 

Hardwick School has a safeguarding duty to the children at the school and can only open the school 

gates when all the children are inside the building. The school does not close until 3:30pm and often 

school P.E. lessons are being held on the school playground or school field just before the school 

closes. 

 

The new gate into the children's playpark is not wide enough for triple buggies that some 

childminders have to use. However, the triple buggies can get into all school gates (single and double) 

and the single pre-school gates.  

I notice that the new playpark fence has a double gate which is locked with a combination lock. 

Surely the best solution for all parties is for the childminders of the village (and perhaps parents of 

triplets) to have the code to the combination padlock so they can access the pre-school and school via 

the Egremont Road school gate and also so they can access the playpark. As a village, we want our 

childminders to be able to use the playpark for the children in their care, particularly when people in 

our village are doing so much to raise funds to buy new equipment - I have copied one of the 

fundraising committee into this email and have already spoken to her about this matter.”   

 

Andy Matthews, Head Teacher, has written: 

“I've been made aware of (the resident’s) struggles to get to the preschool by 3.15. I know you 

suggested to her that the school could open their gates at 3.10 to allow her access across the 

playground, however on many afternoons we are really not in a position to do that. I'm sure you are 

aware of the safeguarding requirements that schools are required to adhere to, and the school has a 

process to follow to ensure the safety of all pupils under our care until 3.30. We often have PE lessons 

still finishing at 3.15-3.20, therefore the school gates cannot be opened until those lessons have 

finished and all the children are back inside the school building. If we were to open the main school 

gates at 3.15 for one parent (no matter how well intentioned) we'd be in breach of our risk assessment. 

It would also encourage other parents to request the same for other reasons.  

At the moment the Preschool staff manage, monitor and control the collection of children very 

effectively to the side gate onto the play park, where the parents wait. When I went to look at the 

nature of the problem last week, it appears to be access to the play park rather than to the school 

grounds. I noticed that there is a double gate next to the single gate which is locked with a 

combination padlock. Wouldn't a simpler solution be to provide (the resident) with the combination to 

that lock with the understanding that she keeps that combination confidential and locks the gate back 

up after her. That way she is waiting with all the other preschool parents and the children in her care 

can be dropped off at the correct time directly to her. I hope this helps in finding a solution to this 

problem.” 

 

6.2 Cambridge United Women’s Reserves – request for use of Recreation Ground 

“We would like like to enquire as to the possible use of Hardwick recreation ground for Cambridge 

Utd women's reserve team on a Sunday afternoon. We play in the Eastern Region Women's football 

league and currently play at Barton recreation ground, however the facilities are not quite up to the 

standard we would like.  

I am aware that the Toft Lions have recently requested use of the facilities too but as we currently 

share Barton with them we are suggesting that we may be able to do the same in this instance at 

Hardwick.  



I am the secretary, treasurer and reserve team player and I live at 107 Limes Road and have 

previously been secretary of the Hardwick FC men's club which is why I am aware of the pitch and 

that it is currently not in use on a Sunday. 

This season we would only be looking at perhaps 15 further games between now and May at the 

maximum.  

Could you please let me know if this would be possible and what the costs would be plus any else we 

would be required to do. 

 

Thanks for you consideration” 

Liz Pamplin 

(CUWFC secretary) 

 

6.3 Christmas Tree Festival invitation 

 Anne Jones writes: 

“I attach some information about a Christmas Tree Festival which St Mary's Church is hosting in 

December. 

I would appreciate it if you would read the attached and contact me by October 20th if you would like 

to contribute to this village event.” 

6.4 PKF Littlejohn LLP – external audit conclusion 

The annual audit has been concluded and nothing has come to Littlejohn’s attention. 

 

6.5 Colin Harris and Terry Spencer - Great West Walk Proposal – attached. 

 

6.6 Hardwick Play Parks –Wren grant application success and recommendation that the Council accept 

the Kompan quotation and put the works in hand – information has been circulated to Cllrs 

Clare McGowan writes “WREN have said we are successful in our bid for the majority of this, and 

we have already SCDC grant funding for the swings in the play park group bank account for the 

balance. The SCDC grants expire the end of December.” 
 

6.7 Herts and Counties Maintenance – to consider if additional grass cuts are required 

The Council has contracted 20 cuts. He has already invoiced 24 cuts for the recreation ground and 22 

for the other areas. The Council and Clerk have not authorised these extra cuts. 

Chris Fuller says “It will have to be done as long as it remains above 12C the grass will grow. So 

additional cuts will be needed. The Parish Council will have to be aware that with warmer winters and 

wetter summers the grass cutting season will be longer” The cost of the additional cuts is £100 per 

cut. 

7.1 Planning applications 

NB Some planning applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be 

considered by the Parish Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the 

District Council. For more information see the current planning application consultations on 

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

7.1.1 S/3492/17/FL – 52 Main Street – Resubmission of previously approved timber frame double garage 

with minor alterations 

7.2 SCDC decision notices and Planning Inspectorate Appeal Decision 

7.2.1 S/2911/17/NM – 89 Limes Road – Non-material amendment of planning permission S/3616/16/FL 

for moving rear extension line away from boundary and moving roof light from front to rear – see 

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

7.2.2 S/3208/17/NM – 111 Limes Road – Non-material amendment of planning permission S/2237/16/FL – 

Permission granted. 

7.2.3 S/2994/16/DC – Land behind St Mary’s Church on Main Street – Replacement of a temporary cabin 

meeting room, kitchenette and toilet facilities – Permission granted. 

7.2.4 S/3234/16/FL – 3 Laxton Avenue – Change of use from residential to a mixed use of residential and 

childminding business – Permission refused. 

7.2.5 S/1886/17/FL – 44 Hall Drive – Proposed 3 bed bungalow – Permission granted. 



7.2.6 S/2889/17/LD – 15 Pershore Road – Lawful development certificate for proposed partial garage 

conversion for bathroom/utility area – Permission granted. 

7.3 Tree works applications  

Tree works applications may now be viewed on the SCDC Planning Portal. NB Some tree works 

applications may not be specifically listed on this agenda but may still be considered by the Parish 

Council due to the time constraints of making a recommendation to the District Council. For more 

information see the current tree works application consultations on 

http://plan.scambs.gov.uk/swiftlg/apas/run/wchvarylogin.display 

None at the time of writing. 

8. Members’ reports and items for information only unless otherwise stated 

8.1 New Housing Developments and Planning Obligations including report on Planning Committee 

meeting 

9. Finance and risk assessment and procedural matters 

9.1 To consider any quotes for urgent work required because of risk and Clerk’s use of delegated powers 

9.2 To receive play areas and skate park inspection reports  

9.3 To receive the financial report and approve the payment of bills – attached 

10. Closure of Meeting and items for the next agenda 

 



Christmas Tree Festival  

2nd, 3rd, 9th & 10th December 2017 

 

 

 

You may or may not have heard of a Christmas Tree Festival, but we at St Mary’s 

Church would like to host a Christmas Tree Festival for Hardwick. Would you like to be 

involved? 

We are inviting groups and organisations within the village to display a ‘tree’ in any 

medium, not to exceed 1 metre in diameter (preferably smaller) and decorate it in any 

way you would like, either traditionally with baubles, tinsel etc or with items to depict 

your organisation. It could be a real or artificial Christmas tree, one made from 

driftwood or even wooden boxes. The trees will be displayed in the church over the 

first two weekends in December. The church will be open to the public to view the 

trees for a small admission fee and festive refreshments will be available. The 

proceeds raised will be divided between the Church Funds and Winter Comfort. 

We hope this will be a festive event which will showcase all aspects of life in Hardwick 

and promote a spirit of community and thankfulness during the Christmas season. 

Please let me know by Friday October 20th at the latest, if your organisation will join in 

the Christmas festivities. More details will be sent to you if you are interested. 



Anne Jones 

Email: jeffandanne23@gmail.com                           Tel: 01954 211417 
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Proposal to Promote the Outstanding Values of the Coton Corridor / 

Madingley Hill: “The Great West Walk” 
 

1 Introduction 

Madingley Hill is one of only a few commanding viewpoints over Cambridge, and it would 

seem relatively underappreciated as a city asset by the Cambridgeshire population, many of 

whom we suspect are only vaguely aware of the qualities it has to offer. This might be 

because there is no easily accessible and attractive means for people to appreciate these 

qualities. In addition, other important assets exist in the vicinity, such as the Coton 

Countryside Reserve (CCR), the American Cemetery, the ‘800 Year Wood’ and SSSI on 

Madingley Hill, and the Wimpole Way, to name a few.  

2 Objectives 

The objectives of this project are to: 

1. Promote the outstanding landscape, environmental, historic and cultural heritage 

values of the Coton Corridor and Madingley Hill by providing an accessible walking 

route from Cambridge to this area, and to include important associated features 

along the way such as the Coton Countryside Reserve (CCR), the American Cemetery, 

the ‘800 Year Wood’, and the Wimpole Way, etc.  

2. Provide an integrated and circular walk, with several length options, that people can 

follow easily, and thereby provide an asset with excellent environmental, cultural, 

recreational, health and wellbeing, and educational benefits for the people of 

Cambridgeshire and visitors.  

3 The Proposed Route 

The proposed route, dubbed a working title "The Great West Walk", is about 13 miles long 

(Fig 1). We suggest that this (or a similar) walk is promoted to raise awareness and 

appreciation of many special qualities that are a feature of our region. By raising the profile 

and awareness of the area, including the Coton Countryside Reserve, this should elevate 

appreciation of the outstanding landscape, environmental, cultural, heritage and historical 

values of the area, which we believe are at serious risk of degradation and potential loss.  

The proposed route follows and, to the maximum extent practicable, links together what 

appear to be existing rights of way and permissive paths, joined where necessary by short 

sections of road. At this stage, the route is based on desk study and local knowledge, and the 

work to establish the definitive legal status of land along the proposed route has yet to be 

undertaken. Adjustments to the route may be needed to take account of legal requirements. 

The route shown should therefore be regarded as indicative. 

There are opportunities to make improvements to the assets along the way – e.g. the 

section along Long Road could be developed into a walking path through existing woodland 

(e.g. the strip known as the ‘Comberton Wood’), which could be extended up to the 

Madingley Mulch junction. The route could also link to the Hardwick Millennium Footpath 

near Northfield Farm and Long Road (Fig 2). There might also be an opportunity to improve 

accessibility to an area of commanding views over the countryside from a high point on 

Madingley Hill. 



P a g e  | 2 

 

The Great West Walk Proposal v4 16/10/17 
 

As the full 13 mile route is longer than most people would typically walk, we envisage 

splitting the route into several shorter loops as ‘options’. For example, a simple option would 

be to start the walk from Coton, which would reduce the length to 10 miles, and shorter 

options are also possible. 

 

Fig 1: Proposed route (Indicative) 

 

 
Fig 2: Route of Hardwick Millenium Footpath  
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4 Current status 

In view of the route proposed, at this early stage we first approached Coton Parish Council 

and Cambridge Past Present & Future (CPPF) to ascertain whether support in principle might 

exist for the proposal. 

Coton Parish Council welcomed the proposal and voted unanimously to give in principle 

endorsement at the Parish Council meeting held 10 October 2017. The Coton Parish Council 

recognised that more work is needed on aspects such as the legal status of lands, costs, and 

practical aspects such as signposting etc. 

James Littlewood (CEO, CPPF) has also indicated in principle support for the concept, 

although at present CPPF do not have the staff or financial resources to create a professional 

walking map, and they also recognised that further work is needed to establish the legal 

status of land along the route. If other support for the project can be found to get it to a 

sufficient standard, then CPPF would be keen to promote the initiative. 

We very much welcome this ‘in principle’ support from Coton Parish Council and the CPPF. 

5 The way forward 

We believe that much of the background research and information on the route can be 

assembled by local people on a voluntary basis. However, we consider that a fully 

professional product would be needed to achieve the objective of substantially raising the 

profile of the value of the area. To achieve this, we anticipate it will be necessary to engage 

services in graphic design / mapping for a fully professional published product. 

We anticipate that an appropriate level of signposting along the route would also be needed 

to enable users to follow the route with confidence. Advice on the nature and amount of 

signposting would be needed from experienced agencies, such as Councils etc. Definitive 

information on the legal status of lands along the proposed route is also needed. 

To move the proposal forward, we now wish to establish whether broader support for the 

initiative exists, in particular amongst neighbouring Parish Councils, such as Madingley, 

Hardwick, Barton and Comberton.  

If there is support in principle, we would proceed to the next stage of scoping out costs and 

seeking support from other potentially interested parties, such as County, District and City 

Councils, local interest groups, as well as local commercial companies that might have an 

interest in sponsoring production costs. 

We believe that broad Parish Council support in principle is essential before the initiative can 

be taken forward to a more detailed stage. We therefore would invite the Parish Councils of 

Madingley, Hardwick, Barton and Comberton to join Coton Parish Council and the CPPF in 

giving ‘in principle’ endorsement for the initiative. 

6 Actions 

With broad ‘in principle’ endorsement secured from local Parishes and CPPF, we envisage 

the following further actions are needed to bring this to fruition: 

1. Verify route, walkover; 

2. Determine legal status and access rights along route; 
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3. Coordinate with stakeholders such as County, District and City Councils, Parish 

Councils, National Trust, University of Cambridge, landowners, companies, special 

interest groups, etc.; 

4. Prepare budget for those tasks and expenses involving costs that would be necessary 

to accomplish the project successfully; 

5. Apply to appropriate sources for financial support to meet the costs; 

6. Write text on history, environment, American Cemetery, etc.; 

7. Obtain suitable photos / drawings / illustrations of key features / ecology along the 

route;  

8. Commission graphic designer to prepare a flyer with attractive, easy to follow, map; 

9. Publish and print as a flyer, and also as a GPS route on the internet; 

10. Design, produce and install suitable route markings 

11. Publicise and promote the route. 

7 Potential Partners / Stakeholders 

At this stage we have identified the following stakeholders and potential partners for the 

initiative: 

 

• Councils 

o County, South Cambs and Cambridge City 

o Parish Councils of Coton, Barton, Hardwick, Madingley 

• Conservation / Cultural / Historical organisations 

o CPPF 

o National Trust 

o Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 

o American Cemetery 

• Walking groups 

o Cambridge branch of Ramblers Association 

o Cambridge Ramblers 

o Comberton Ramblers 

o Sustrans 

o Walk Cambridge 

• University / Colleges 

o Department of Botany (800 year Wood / SSSI) 

o Land owners? 

• Local businesses / landowners 

o Coton Farm Shop and Orchard 

o Madingley Mulch 

o The Plough, Coton 

o The Three Horseshoes, Madingley 

o Farmers 

o Others? 
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7 Related projects 
 

• Cambridge to Comberton Greenway proposed by GCP 

• Others?? 

 

 

Colin Harris and Terry Spencer 

16 October 2017 

 



HARDWICK PARISH COUNCIL MONTHLY FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Oct-17

Summary of previous month

Balance brought forward £133,006.81

Adjusts/transfs/inc during period

Expenditure approved at last meeting/between meetings

PKF LITTLEJOHN AUDIT -360.00

ZURICH INSURANCE -1719.13

Misc credits

SCDC PRECEPT 21226.50

CAMBS AND COUNTIES INTEREST 1140.67

Total Adjustments 20288.04

Balance revised after adjustments £153,294.85

Bank Reconciliation to last statement

Account Funds  Statement Outstanding

Current Account 31,833.82 19210.31 12,623.51

Business Account 546.44 546.44

Cambridge Counties Bank 92,914.59 92,914.59

Bonds 28,000.00 28,000.00

Total 153,294.85 140,671.34 12,623.51

Expenditure for approval £

HERTS AND CAMBS GROUND MAINT. GRASSCUTTING 966.00

ALGAR SIGNCRAFT NO DOGS SIGN 122.40

RPM SLIDE REPAIR 288.00

SALARY 90.36

LGS SERVICES ADMIN SUPPORT 1316.24

SALARY 112.00

NEST PENSION 166.75

HERTS AND CAMBS GROUND MAINT. GRASSCUTTING 282.00

Total expenditure 3343.75

Balance c/f £149,951.10

Notes:

Late invoices will be brought to the meeting

HERTS AND CAMBS HAVE CUT THE REC 24 TIMES THIS YEAR AND THE THE CHURCH PLAY AREA 

AND LIMES ESTATE 22 TIMES


